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' -ed 

a: adjectives {blessed, cursed, forked, striped, learned): adjec- 
tivally used forms bt which -ed {often written -ed) follows In- 
finitival terminals other than d end t are sometimes -*d or -(,)ed 
in poetry for the sake of the meter; -ed forms that ere regutarlv 
-d or -t are often alternatively -Ad or -(,)ed when -ty or -ness is 
added, the tendency to the latter pronunciations being In general 
in proportion to the difficulty of the consonmtal cluster of which 

1 or aZ the final member\ vb suffix or adj suffix I ME, fr. OE 
-ed, ~od. -ed, fr. -o- t -e- (thematic vowels of various classes 
of weak verbs) + -d. past part, ending of weak verbs; akin to 
OHO -i, past part, ending of weak verba, ON -thr, Goth -ths, 
L -raj, past part, ending, Gk -tos, suffix forming verbal adjec- 
tives, Skt -to, past part, ending] 1 — ^ used I to form the past 
participle of regular weak verbs (enderf) (followed*) (dressed); 
regularly accompanied by coalescence with final t of the base 
word (fad erf), change of final rxwtconsonantal y of the base 
word to l (tnerf), or doubling of the final consonant of the 
base word immediately after a short stressed vowel (paUerf) 

2 — used to form adjectives of identical or nearly identical 
meaning from Latin-derived adjectives ending in -ate 
(crenutaterf) (pinnated) 3 a : having : provided or furnished 
with : characterized by — in adjectives formed from nouns 
(balconied) (cultured) (moneyed) (winged) or from combina- 
tions having a noun as final constituent (two-legged) (deep* 
chested*) (three-storied) b : having the characteristics of — in 
adjectives formed from nouns (bigoted) (dogged) 

»-ed \"\ vb suffix (ME -ede. -de, fr. OE -de, -ede, -ode, -ode, 
past ending (1st pers. sing, indie.) of weak verbs, fr. -e-. -o- t 
-e- (thematic vowels of various classes of weak verbs) + -de, 
past ending (1st pers. sing, indie.) of weak verbs: akin to OHG 
-fa, past ending (1st pers. sing, indie.) of weak verbs, ON -tha, 
Gotn -da, and prob. to OE -a, past part, ending of weak verbs] 
— used to form the past tense of regular weak verbs; regularly 
accompanied by coalescence with final e of the base word 
(judged*), change of final postconsonantal y of the base word 
to i (dented*), or doubling of the final consonant of the base 
word immediately after a short stressed vowel (dropped) 

ed abbr 1 edited; edition; editor 2 educated; education 

ED abbr 1 election district 2 ex dividend 3 extra duty 

eda-Cions \yd5shas, e'-\ ad*/[L edac-, edax (fr. edere to eat) + 
E -ious — more at eat] : relating to eating : voracious, 
devourino (time may have its ~ way even with those who deal 
in . . . absolute truths —Clifton Fadiman) 

edac- My \-'dasad.e\ n -ES [L edacltas, fr. edac-, edax + -lias 
-ity] : the quality or state of being edacious : appetite, 
voracity (the ~ of vultures) 

edam Vedam. 'e,dam. r e t daa(a)m\ or edam cheese n * usu cap 
E Itt. Edam, Netherlands] : a Dutch pressed cheese of yellow 
color and mild flavor made in balls weighing up to 10 pounds 
and usu. colored dark red outside 

edaph. ic \4'dafik, e'-\ ad>[ ISV edaph- (fr. Gk edaphos bottom, 
ground, soil) + -ic; prob. akin to Gk hezesthal to sit — more 
at sri) 1 : of or relating to the soil (~ relations) (~ factors in 
forest development) 2 & of ecological formations : resulting 
from or influenced by factors inherent in the sou (as salinity, 
alkalinity, or drainage) — opposed to climatic; see edaph IC 
cumax b : autochthonous 1 — edaph- t-cal-Jy \-f4k(a)12\ 
edv 

edaphlc climax n : an ecological climax resulting from soil 
factors and commonly persisting through cycles of climatic and 

Shysiographic change — compare physiographic climax 
•a.phOl'O'gy \,ed3'fabje\ n -es [Gk edaphos + E -logy} 

: PEDOLOGY 

ed-a-phon Veda.fSnN n -s [ISV edaph- (fr. Gk edaphos) + -on 
(as in plankton); orig. formed in G] : the animal and plant life 
present in soils — compare plankton 

ed>a<phO>sau*ria V.edafo'sdreaX n pi, cap [NL, fr. Gk 
edaphos bottom, ground, soil + NL -sauria] : a suborder of 
Pelycosauria that includes Edaphosauridae and certain re- 
lated families of extinct reptiles — compare edaphosaurus 

1ed-a»phO'Sau-rid \>*«'s6rAd\ adf [NL Edaphosauridae 
family of reptiles, fr. Edaphosaurus, type genus + -idae] : of or 
relating to Edaphosauria or to reptiles of this group 

ledaphosaurld \"\ n -s : a reptile or fossil of the suborder 
Edaphosauria 

ed>a*pho<sati*rus \,«***sdr3s\ n, cap [NL, fr. Gk edaphos + 
HL-saurus] : a genus (the type of the family Edaphosauridae) 
of heavy-bodied prob. herbivorous late Paleozoic reptiles 
having a bony dorsal sail or crest resembling that characteristic 
of the genus Dimetrodon 

edd abbr editions; editors 

ed-dlc \'edik\ also ed-da-ic \C)e*daik\ adf, usu cap [ON 
Edda (prob. fr. edda great-grandmother) + E -ic: prob. akin to 
MHG tide mother, ON ettha, Goth aithti] 1 : of or relatinj 
to the Old Norse Edda which is a 1 3th century collection o 
mythological, heroic, and gnomic poems many of which were 
composed at a much earlier date 2 : having the characteris- 
tics of the alliterative strophic poetry of the Edda that i« 
relatively simple in syntax and imagery — compare skaldic 

ed*dish \'edish\ n -es [ME eddysche, prob. fr. OE edise en 
closed pasture; perh. akin to OE ed- again — more at eddy] 
1 now dial Brit : second -growth hay : aftermath 2 dial Eng 
: stubble (a field of wheat ~) 

ed-do Ve(,)do\/i -es [of African origin; akin to Twi o'de> yam, 
Fanti o'do*] 1 : taro 2 : the edible root or stem of any of 
several aroids; esp I the root of taro 

•ed-dy Vede, -di\ " ES (alter, of ME (Sc dial.) ydy, prob. fr. 
ON itha; akin to OE A OS ed- again, OHG & ON ith- again, 
Goth ith but, L et and, Gk e tl yet, still. Skt ati beyond, very; 
basic meaning; beyond] 1 : a current of air or water running 
contrary to the main current; esp : one moving circularly 
: whirlpool 2 a : a movement or school (as of thought or 
policy) that is static and unprogressive or that runs counter to 
the main trend (this was merely an in the stream of Ameri- 
can foreign policy — P.CJessup) (shows a minute acquaint- 
ance with the minor eddies of the periodical literature — P.B. 
Rice) b : a stagnant provincial region : a region that is remote 
from the main center of life and activity — often used with 
back (when civilization moved northward and westward, 
Rome became a back — in European affairs — CL.White & 
G.T.Renner) c : an agitated or spasmodic movement (as of 
controversy or conflict); esp : one that is haphazard, aimless, 
or unproductive (eddies and flurries of tribal strife ruled out 
the possibility of a topographical survey — J.V.Harrison) 
3 : a material substance or group of individuals moving in a 
swirling or circular manner within a relatively limited area (a 
constant wind whined through the tunnels, whipping eddies of 
coal dust into our eyes — Franc Shor) (little eddies of people 
were dancing with each other in the streets — L.C.Stevens) 

'eddy \**\ vb -ed/-ino/-es vt: to cause to move in an eddy 
<— W : to move in an eddy or in the manner of an eddy (at the 
base of which the river swirls and eddies in a manner dangerous 
to small craft — Tom Marvel) (a crowd of blue-gowned men 
~fng as starlings do about a tree — Patrick O* Donovan) syn 
see turn 

eddy Chamber n : a chamber where a fluid is caused to whirl in 
eddies 

eddy current n : an electric current induced by an alternating 
magnetic field in a massive conductor (as the core of an arma- 
ture or a transformer) — called also Foucautt current^ 

eddy-crjrrent brake n : a speed-control dynamometer in which 
the resistance to rotation is produced by eddy currents gener- 
ated by the relative rotation of copper disks and magnets : an 
electromagnetic brake — compare magnetic damping 

eddy-current loss n : loss of energy (as in electrical machinery 
or transformers) due to eddy currents in cores or conductors — 
compare CORE loss 

ed-dy-root \*ede>, -di.A it [by folk etymology fr. eddo + root} 

; TARO 

Ode- or edeo- comb form [NL aedoe-, aedoeo-, fr. Gk airfoi- 
LGk aidolo-, fr. Gk aldoia genitals, fr. neut. pi. of aldoios 
worthy of reverence or compassion, fr. aidSs reverence, shame; 
prob. akin to OE Br honor, reverence, OHG ire honor, 
reverence, ON eir clemency, Goth aistan to respect. Skt fde 
praise] : genitals (erfeitis) (edeoscopy) 

edeJ.e-a.no process \i,delFa(,)nU-\ n, usu cap E [after L. 
Edeteanu tl 941 Romanian chemist] : a process for refining 
petroleum fractions (as kerosine or heavier oils) by extraction 
with liquid sulfur dioxide 

edelweiss \1c**LwIs, -,vIA n -es [G, fr. edel noble (fr. OHG 
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edlll^Pweiss white (fr. OHG Awfc, wtz); akin to OE mthelu no- 
bility — more at atheling, white J 1 : a small perennial herb 
(Leon to podium alptnum) having a dense woolly white 
tubescence and growing high in the Alps 2 : a New Zealand 
~ierb (Leucogenes leontopodlum) related to and closely resem- 
bling the European edelweiss 3 : any of various plants of 
the genus Cnaphalium 

ede.ma also oe>de*ma XJ'denw, r-\ n. pi edemas \-mas\ also 
edem<a*ta Vdemad-a, -Mem-. -sta\ or oedemas or oedemata 
[NL, fr. Gk otdgma swelling, tumor, fr. ofdVfrt, oiden to swell; 
akin to Gk oidos swelling, tumor — more at atter] 1 : an 
abnormal accumulation of serous fluid in connective tissue 
causing puffy swelling or in a serous cavity (as the peritoneal 
or pleural) causing distention and compression of the contents 
that is usu. associated with defective circulation either primary 
or secondary to other conditions (as nephritis) 2 a : extended 
swelling of plant organs or parts of organs from an over- 
development of cells induced by an excess of water combined 
with unfavorable light and temperature relations b : any of 
various specif ic diseases of plants (as the tomato) characterized 
by such swellings — compare intumescence 
edem-a«tOU3 V-demad-as, -*d&n-, -atas\ adf [NL edemat; 

edema + E -ous) : relating to, affected by, or having edema 
eden \*ed*u\ n -s usu cap [fr. Eden, the garden where Adam and 
Eve resided before the Fall (Gen 2:8), fr. IX, fr. Heb '"Edhenl 

: PARADISE 2 

eden.lc \(')e;denik\ adj, usu cap I of or relating to an Eden 
: paradisiacal 

eden-ite yeb"n.it\ n -s [G edenit, fr. Edenvttle, N.Y. + G -It 

•ite] : a light-colored variety of aluminous amphibole 
eden-tal \(*)e;dent*l\ or eden.ta-lorjs \-M3s\ erf; [edental fr. 

<- + dent- + -at; edentalous fr. edentai + -ous} : EDENTATE 
eden<ta.ta V.g.den't&d.a, -tad.a\ n pi, cap[NL, fr. L, neut. pi. of 
edentatus, past part, of edentare to make toothless, fr. e out of 
(fr. ejej + dent-, dens tooth — more at ex-. toothJ : an order 
of Eutheria comprising mammals with teeth if present Tew and 
small, a small unconvoluted cerebrum, and the skin hairy or 
covered with bony plates and including the sloths, armadillos, 
and New World anteaters and formerly also the pangolins, the 
aardvark, and sometimes other forms 

i eden • tat e \(')3;den.t5t\ ed} [in sense 1. fr. L edentatus; in 
sense 2, fr. NL Edentata} 1 : lacking teeth (an ~ animal) (an 
~ leaf) 2 : belonging to the Edentata 
'edentate \"\ n -s : one of the Edentata 
eden- tu- late XOeJdenchalit, -,!5t\ adf [L edentuhis + E -ate] 

; lacking teeth : edentate — used esp. of animals 
eden. tU. Tons V lw\ adj Ihedentulus, it. e- out of + dent-, dens 
tooth + -ulus -ulous] : lacking teeth; esp i having lost teeth 
previously present 
edeo see ede- 

edes.san Xi'des'n. E'A also edes.sene \-,s?n\ adV, usu cap 
[Edessa, Mesopotamia + E -en or -ene] ; of or relating to 
Edessa (modern Urfa), a city of ancient Mesopotamia 
edes.tln Na'destan. ? -\ n -s [ISV edest- (Jr. Gk edestos eatable, 
fr. edein to eat) + -In — more at eat] 1 : a crystalline globulin 
found in many edible seeds (as in oats or rye) — not used 
technically 2 : a crystalline globulin obtained esp. from 
hempseed that contains all of the essential amino acids 
ed.gar \*edg3(r)\ n -S usu cep [after Edgar Allan Poe tl849 
Am. poet and story writer known as the father of the 
detective story] : any of several small busts of Edgar Allan Poe 
awarded annually by a professional organization of writers to 
authors in various branches of mystery writing 
ledge \ ej\ n -s often attrib [ME egge, fr. OE ecg; akin to OS 
eggia edge of a blade, edge, OHG ecka. ON A OFris egg, L 
acies sharp edge, point, acer sharp, Gk akmi point, edge, LGk 
aki point, Skt airi corner, angle, edge] la: the cutting side of 
the blade of an instrument (the ~ of an ax) b archaic X an 
edged weapon or tool C : the sharpness or degree of sharpness 
of a blade (the sickle has no ~- > d (1) obs : ardor or inclina- 
tion esp. for battle (2) : force, effectiveness (local resistance 
blunted the ~ of radical legislation at Washington) : vigor or 
energy esp. of mind and body (he looked and acted flabby; the 
~ ofhim was gone — Carleton Beals) : incisive or penetrating 
quality (as of thought or expression) (the cutting ~" of 
Machiavelli's irony — E.R.Bentley) : a quality of hardness, 
harshness, or bite (his voice had an ~ like ice — John Buchan) 
(your goodness must have an ~ in it — else it is none — R.W, 
Emerson) (3) : keenness or intensity esp. of desire or enjoy- 
ment (when they'd taken' the ~- off their own hunger— Ken- 
neth Roberts) : relish, zest, savor (flying bombs . . . gave 
a brilliant ~ of chance to homely days and nights —Audrey 
Barker) : spur, stimulus (to give more ~ to the contest, he 
felt for his rival the bitter hate that . . . was typically Venetian 
— T.B.Costain) 2 a : the extreme verge or brink (as of a 
cliff or precipice) b : the crest or a ridge of hills : the escarp- 
ment of a plateau 3 a : the line or point where a material 
object or area begins or ends : border (the town stands on the 
~ of a plain) (a smoldering hulk, burned to the water's 

H.A.Chippendale); also i the portion of the surface of 

an object or area that is adjacent to its border (walked on the 
~- of the deck) b : a point near the beginning or the end (as of 
an era, condition, subject, or action) : a dividing line or line of 
transition from one state or condition to another : maroin 
— often used in the phrase on the edge (science stood on the 
~ of a major theoretical advance) (her body hovered 
delicately on the last ~ of childhood —Scott Fitzgerald) 
(many of the ranches ... are on the — of bankruptcy — H.W. 
Baldwin) (was on the ~ of screaming) 4 obs '. edging, 
border 6 : a terminating border (the ~ of a tablecloth) : a 
line that is the intersection of two plane faces of a solid object 
(the ~j of a pyramid) : the relatively thin surface or side of 
any object bounded by plane surfaces (the — of a book) 
6 a : the inside or outside verge of the blade of a skate b : a 
skating stroke including appropriate body lean made on one 
edge of the blade of a skate (a forward inside ~); afio : the 
resultant pattern cut in the ice 7 : the privilege in poker of 



existing at the edge 
region 



or^^^« 



edict 



rea (as a charged metal plate) or ~ 

\ ad) : QUARTEJL1AWTD 



edge-grain V-.A or edge-grained . 

edge In vt : to work in : interpolate (with difficulty edging . 
in a word of his own) 

edge Iron n : a gardener's tool (or cutting turf along a border 
(as of a walk or flower bed) 



edge Joint n : a joint formed by uniting two edges or two sur- 
faces (as by welding) 
edge-less Vejl*s\ adf 



) esp. making a corner 
: lacking an edge : dull, blurred , 



r „ .. . the 'ability of a transprent substance (u 

plastic) to transmit light (as from the edge of a sheet, or- the 




betting last after the other players have revealed their inten- 
tions — called also age 8 : a favorable margin : advantage 
(had the ~ on top speed — A.S. Kramer) (the open spaces 
that gave the suburb ... an ~ over the city — Lewis Mumford) 
(a decisive ~ in military strength) 9 slang : a condition of 
being intoxicated : degree of intoxication (got a good — on 
—Ernest Hemingway) syn see border — on edge : nervous, 
anxious, uneasy (as a conductor ... he kept the singers un- 
comfortably on edge — Time) 
'edge \**\ vb -ED/-INO/-S [ME eggen, fr. egge, n.] vt 1 ! to give 
an edge to (asked him to ~- the ax) (hurt resentment edged his 
wife's voice — G.G.Carter) 2 obs : to set (one's teeth) on 
edge 3 a (1) : to finish (an edge) with a binding, band, strip, 
or trimming (~ a blouse with lace) a plywood counter) 
(2) : to decorate an edge of (as a book) (3) : to level an edge 
of (a rafter); also : to square an edge of b ; to serve as a border 
to : fringe (warehouses and terminals <— the 25-mile water- 
front — L.A.Borah) : be on 'an edge of (grew up in a com- 
munity still edg</ig the wilderness — H.M.Kallen) (now edging 
sixty, lie retains all his vigor) 4 archaic : to urge or egg on 
5 : to move gradually or by pressing forward edgewise {edged 
his master out of hearing — George Meredith) (~ him off the 
road) : force (as from a position) by the application of pres- 
sure {edging his foes out of every position of influence) : dis- 
place (machine-made muslins and calicoes have been edging 
out native-made muslins — John Murra) 6 a : to strike (a 
bowled ball) in cricket with the edge of the bat b : to incline 
(a ski) sideways so that one edge cuts into the surface of the 
snow — vf : to move in one direction by degrees {edged over 
the open plains toward the western extremities of the country 
—Oscar Handlin) ( — away from his responsibilities) : move 
edgeways (began to ~ along the front of the bureau — Berton 
Roueche) 

edgebone var of aitchbone ... , 
edged Ycjd sometimes 'ej4d\ adf 1 : having a specified kind 
of edge, boundary, or border (black-eagerf) (rough-edged*) 
(scalloped-edgeff) or number of edges (two-edged*) 2 : sharp, 
cutting (an ~ knife) : trenchant (an ~ remark) <~ 
satire) .... 
edge efiect n 1 : the result or the presence of two adjoining plant 
communities (as in an ecotone) on the numbers and kinds of 
animals present io the immediate vicinity 2 ! a special 
physical condition (as of electric surface density or turbulence) 



end of a rod) so that it remains invisible until it t 

the far edge or end regardless of bends or turns In the sub: JT 
stance . >* r »; - 

edge mill n 1 : an ore-grinding machine of the Chile -mil] type 

2 : a narrow plain milling cutter ! 
edge on adv : edgeways : on an edge (receive a blow edge on} . 
edge out vt : to defeat or surpass By a small margin, (comins 
from behind to edge out the opposing team by one- point) . 
{edged his opponent out by 367 votes in a total vote of 40,000) , 
edge protector n : a right-angle piece of metal or hard fiber 
placed over the edge (as of a shipping case, crate, box, or bale) 
to prevent cutting by metal strapping or wire 
edg.er \'eja(r)\ n-s lata worker who stitches or finishes the 
edge of a garment b l ap operator of a 
burnishing machine for finishing the skived 
edge of a shoe upper to make it appear rolled 
or for setting the edge of the forepart of a 
sole c : a person who bevels or grinds the 
edge of optical glass d : strander 2 6 : an 
operator of a lumber-edging machine 2 a : a 
machine for edging lumber; esp I one with . 
feed rolls, press rolls, and several circular 
saws b : a wood-sanding machine adapted 
to work around an edge (as of a floor) 
c : a tool used to trim an edge (as of a lawn) 
along a sidewalk or curb 3 : breakdown 3 
edge rail n 1 : a railroad rail set on edge with 
which a flanged wheel with a conoidai tread 
U used — contrasted with tram rail 2 ' a 
guardrail laid alongside the main rail at 
a switch 

edg.er. man V— man\ it, pi edgennen 

: edcer l L J -,. . 

edge roll n 1 a : a tool Tor rolling in decoration on the edge of 

a book cover b : decoration made 

with an edge roll 2 : a molding of 

semicircular section replacing the arris 

at the edge of a member 
edge runner n 1 : a stone or metal 

wheel in an edge mill 2 : a machine 

consisting of one or more heavy steel 

rolls or grindstones set on a horizontal 

shaft rotating round a pan or trough . _ „ , * -.v 

that is used for crushing stone, fibrous **** tou A 

matter for papermaking, or other material 
edges pi of edge, pres 3d sing of edge t * - 

edgeshot V»,A adf Vedge + shot, past part, of shoot (to 

plane)] : having an edge planed . "' f 

edgestltcn \XA vt : to seam or stitch for decoration along a 

fold line of (a piece of cloth) 

edgestone Y-.A « 1 : curbstone 2 : a stone roller in an 
edge mill . . ' rS-M , 

edge Strip n : a strap for a butt joint in riveted plate work esp. 
when used for a fore-and-aft joint in a ship's bull v, 

edge tone n : a tone produced by an air stream deflected by a 
sharp edge (as in a flute) * , 

edge tool n 1 : a tool with a sharp cutting edge (as a chisel, 
plane, knife, or gouge) 2 : a tool for forming or dressing an ^ 
edge : an edging tool , • '■■ 

edge trim n : a contour (as bevel or round) given In finishing 
the edge of a sole . ■"*■* 

edgewater Y«,*A n : water underlying petroleum in an oil* 
bearing sand — compare edoe well -■■j'rt.. 

edgeways or edgewise \'«,*\ adv i with the edge toward' or , 
foremost : on, by t or with the edge (saw a plank ~); also 
: as if by an edge : barely — chiefly used in the phrase get a 
word in edgeways (had to raise his voice to get a word in.^ ^ 
—George Bellalrs) va! 

edge well n : a well on the edge of an oil or gas pool r viF 

edg.My Vejile, -li\ adv i in an edgy manner ?:»< 

edg-l-ness VefenSs, -jin-\ n -es 1 I sharpness or angularity 
oF outline (the — of a fresh-cut gem — R.C-B.Brown) 2 ! the 
condition of being on edge : nervousness • " * 

edging n -s Vedge + -Ingl 1 : something that forms an edge 
or border: as a : a narrow piece of lace, fringe, or braid usu. 
with one straight edge used to finish or decorate an edge or • 
joining on clothing, upholstery, or curtains b : a border of, 
plants, wood, metal or bricks used to define an edge (as of a ' 
bed or lawn) or the material used for such a. border c : small 
solid wood squares set into the edge of a veneered lop to 
protect the veneer d : a narrow rounded or right-angled 
strip (as of metal) on the edge of a flat surface (as a tabla 
top or ski) for decoration or protection 2 : a piece- of 
waste wood produced in edging ^ <V ' 

edging box it : a dwarf box (Buxus sempervtrens var. suffru- 
ticosa) that is used esp. for edging (as around a bed in a gar- m 

edging grinder n : a cutting machine for grinding op refuse 

wood t '-i • 
edg.lng.ly adv : little by little : gradually 
edgy Veje. -ji\ aa"/-ER/-EST 1 : sharp, edged (often displayed 
a perceptive. ~ wit —New Yorker) (the vocal quality on this 
occasion was raw and ~ — Irving Kolodin) : hard or angular 
in line or outline 2 : being on edge ; tense, nervous, irri- 
table (looked well, though a little Ured and H.L. Davis) 

(the ~ days before World War I —Saturday Rev.) (tempers 

became Gordon Webber) _ . . . '*> 

edh or eth YethA n -s licet eth ) : a letter o formed with a stroke 
across the simple d used in Old English and in Icelandic 
writing to represent an interdental fricative and in the Inter- , 
national Phonetic alphabet to represent the voiced interdental 
fricative (as in then) — compare thorn 3 • . n 

ed.f*blM*ty \,ed3*bil»d^, -ate, -i\ n -E3 : the quality or state 
of being edible . ~ ;i ^ 

led.l'ble Yed3t»l\ adj [LL edibilis, fr. L edere to eat + -fWfii 
-tble — more at eat] : suitable by nature for use as food esp. 
for human beings : nonpoisonous, eatable — ed-i-ble-ness 

'edible \"\ n -s : something that is edible (state police rushed * 
food to stricken families . . . only cold ~ r were transported 
—N.Y. Times) „ 
edible bird's nest n : the nest of various small swifts (genus 
Collocalia) of southern Asia and neighboring islands that is _ 
made chiefly of the dried glutinous secretion of the salivary 

S lands of the birds and is used in making soup , • * *. 

Ible canna n : an Asiatic herb (Canna edulls) cultivated for 
its starchy rootstocks — see tous-les-mois j' ^ 

edible dormouse n : any of various common European dor* 

mice (genus Gils) esp. of the Mediterranean region ' " J 
edible frog n : a European frog {Rana esculenta) 
edible galingale it : chufa ■ 
edible-podded pea Y— \ or edible pod pea V.*'*.*A i "' 
; a pea of a variety (Plsum sativum macrocarpon) with edible ^ 

edible snail n : a snail used as food (as Helix pomatla and B. 
aspersa of Europe) .« . 

edict Y?(,)dikt, *2deVt, archaic -'A fl -S [L edtctum. fr. , 

of erfferuj. past part, of edleere to declare, decree, tr. t e- +.*^- 
dtcere to say — more at diction] lata public notice issued 
by official ecclesiastical or state authority : a public command 
or ordinance by the sovereign power : the proclamation of a 
law or rule of conduct made by competent authority — coo- 
pare decree, rescript b : an order or command esp. 
when suggesting such an official public notice (so the wife 
won't notice it and issue bitter ~J about slovenliness —fort- . 
nfgAf) 2 : the order of the court in Scots and Roman Dutch 
law commanding that notice of a pcndi. 
suit be given to an absent or nonresident d 



i civil or CTintmal 



through cycles of climatic and 

t PHYSIOGRAPHIC CLIMAX 

is- [Gk edaphos + E -logy] 

daph- (fr. Gk edaphos) + -on 
3 J Mhe animal and plant life 

KTON 

■. n PU cap [NL, fr. Gk 
NL -sauria] : a suborder of 
ohosauridae and certain re- 
— compare edaphosaurus 

adj [ N L Edaphosauridae 
:s, type genus + -idaej : of or 
:ptiles of this group 
:ile or fossil of the suborder 

cap [NL, fr. Gk edaphos + 
f the family Edaphosauridae) 
rous late Paleozoic reptiles 
resembling that characteristic 



')e;daik\ adj, usu cap [ON 
lOther) + E -ic; prob. akin to 
oth' aithei] 1 : of or relating 
a 13th century collection of 
- poems many of which were 
2 : having the characteris- 
poetry of the Edda that is 
nagery — compare skaldic 
jsche, prob. fr. OE edise en- 
£ td- again — more at eddy] 
hay : aftermath 2 dial Eng 

Drigin; akin to Twi o*de* yam, 
edible root or stem of any of 
ro 

ME (Sc dial.) vrfy, prob. fr. 
gain, OHG & ON ith- again, 
:t, still, Skt ati beyond, very; 
:rrent of air or water running 
esp : one moving circularly 
: or school (as of thought or 
essive or that runs counter to 
in ~ in the stream of Amcri- 
> (shows a minute acquaint- 
e periodical literature — P.B. 
egion : a region that is remote 
J activity — often used with 

northward and westward, 
opean affairs — C.L.White & 
* spasmodic movement (as of 
ie that is haphazard, aimless, 
-ries of tribal strife ruled out 
ical survey —J.V.Harrison) 
:p of individuals moving in a 
in a relatively limited area <a 
le tunnels, whipping eddies of 
Shor) (little eddies of people 
the streets — L.C.Stevens) 

0 cause to move in an eddy 
he manner of an eddy <at the 
eddies in a manner dangerous 

1 crowd of blue-gowned men 
—Patrick O'Donovan) syn 

re a fluid is caused to whirl in 

nt induced by an alternating 
ictor (as the core of an arma- 
also Foucautt current 
ontrol dynamometer in which 
uced by eddy currents gener- 
opper disks and magnets : an 

e MAGNETIC DAMPING 

gy (as in electrical machinery 
ents in cores or conductors — 

lk etymology fr. eddo + root] 

ioe- t aedoeo-, fr. Gk aidoi* & 
itals, fr. neut. pi. of aidoios 
^n, fr. aidds reverence, shame; 
everence, OHG era honor, 
:h aistan to respect, Skt ide I 
•copy) 

nU-\ n, usu cap E [after L. 
list] : a process for refining 
or heavier oils) by extraction 

; (G, fr. edel noble (fr. OHG 



• y U > i I ■ i n i \ i i „l u -i < ^ „m A j .t-u.Vu il.^C. . I»A# |«0*V> 

Am. poet and story writer known as the father of the 
detective story^^ny of several small busts of Edgar Allan Poe,, 
awarded annu^Hby a professional organization of writers tc 

1 eag^ \ ej\ n -s ojten at trio [ME egi 

eggia edge of a blade, edge, OHG ecka, ON & OFris egg, L 
acies sharp edge, point, acer sharp, Gk akme point, edge, LGk 
ake point, Skt asri corner, angle, edge] 1 a : the cutting side of 
the blade of an instrument (the ~ of an ax) to archaic : an 
edged weapon or tool C : the sharpness or degree of sharpness 
of a blade (the sickle has no ~) d (I) obs : ardor or inclina- 
tion esp. for battle (2) : force, effectiveness (local resistance 
blunted the ~ of radical legislation at Washington) : vigor or 
energy esp. of mind and body (he looked and acted flabby; the 
~ of him was gone — Carleton Beals) : incisive or penetrating 
quality (as of thought or expression) (the cutting ~ of 
Machiavellfs irony — E.R.Bentley) : a quality of hardness, 
harshness, or bile (his voice had an ~ like ice —John Buchan) 
(your goodness must have an ~ in it — else it is none — R.W, 
Emerson) (3) : keenness or intensity esp. of desire or enjoy* 
ment (when they'd taken the ~ off their own hunger —Ken- 
neth Roberts) : relish, zest, savor (flying bombs . . . gave 
a brilliant ~ of chance to homely days and nights — Audrey 
Barker) : spur, stimulus (to give more ~ to the contest, he 
felt for his rival the bitter hate that . . . was typically Venetian 
— T.B.Costain) 2 a : the extreme verge or brink (as of a 
cliff or precipice) b : the crest oi a ridge oi hills ! IHe escarp- 
ment of a plateau 3 a t the line or point where a materi a] 

^fiLQi.Ms^ v bi?wns Q r * &&Ba^ tne town 3tands on ih6 

~ ofa plain) (a smolderingTTuTKTTJurned to the water's 
~ —H.A.Chippendale); also : t he portion of the surface of 
an object or area that is adjacen t \p its Doraer (walked oh 1 tHt 
~ of tne deck) 
an era 

transition from one state or condition to another ; MARQl 
— often used in the phrase on the edge (science stood on tne 
~ of a major theoretical advance) (her body hovered 
delicately on the last ~ of childhood — Scott Fitzgerald) 
(many of the ranches ... are on the ~ of bankruptcy — H.W. 
Baldwin) (was on the ~ of screaming) 4 obs : edgino, 
jg* nFI L 5 : jl terminating border (the ~ of a tablecloth) : a 



he deck) b 8 a poiHrhW t he beginnlh Tbr the end (as of 
, condition, subject, or action) : a dividing line or line of 



TmeTnat is the intersection of two plane faces of a solid object 
(the ~s of a pyramid) : the relatively thin surface or side of 
any object bounded by plane surfaces (the ~ of a book) 
6a: the inside or outside verge of the blade of a skate b : a 
skating stroke including appropriate body lean made on one 
edge of the blade of a skate (a forward inside ~>; also : the 
resultant pattern cut in the ice 7 : the privilege in poker of 
betting last after the other players have revealed their inten- 
tions — called also age 8 : a favorable margin : advantaoe 
(had the ~ on top speed — A.S.Kramer) (the open spaces 
that gave the suburb ... an ~ over the city — Lewis Mumford) 
(a decisive <y in military strength) 9 slang : a condition of 
being intoxicated : de gree of intoxicati on (got a good ~* on 
—Ernest Hemingway) teyn see bokuer\ — on edge : nervous, 
anxious, uneasy (as a conductor . . The kept the singers un- 
comfortably on edge — Time") 

an edge to (asked him to ^ the ax) (hurt resentment edged his 
wife's voice —G.G.Carter) 2 obs : to set (one's teeth) on 
edge 3 a (1) : to finish (an edge) with a binding, band, strip, 
or trimming (~ a blouse with lace) (~ a plywood counter) 
(2) : to decorate an edge of (as a book) (3) : to level an edge 
of (a rafter); also : to square an edge of b : to serve as a border 
to : fringe (warehouses and terminals ~ the 25-mile water- 
front —L.A.Borah) : be on an edge of (grew up in a com- 
munity still edging the wilderness — H.M.Kallen) (now edging 
sixty, he retains all his vigor) 4 archaic : to urge or egg on 
5 : to move gradually or by pressing forward edgewise {edged 
his master out of hearing —George Meredith) (~ him off the 
road) : force (as from a position) by the application of pres- 
sure {edging his foes out of every position of influence) : dis- 
place (machine-made muslins and calicoes have been edging 
out native-made muslins — John Murra) 6 a : to strike (a 
bowled ball) in cricket with the edge of the bat b : to incline 
(a ski) sideways so that one edge cuts into the surface of the 
snow ~ vi : to move in one direction by degrees {edged over 
the open plains toward the western extremities of the country 
—Oscar Handlin) (~ away from his responsibilities) : move 
edgeways (began to ~ along the front of the bureau — Berton 
Roueche) 

edgebone w of aitchbone 

edged Yejd sometimes 'ejdd\ ad] 1 : having a specified kind 
of edge, boundary, or border {b\ack-edged) {rou%\\-edged) 
{icaWoptd-edgedy or number of edges {two-edged} 2 : sharp, 
cuttino (an ~ knife) : trenchant (an ~ remark) ( — 
satire) 

edge eflect n 1 : the result of the presence of two adjoining plant 
communities (as in an ecotone) on the numbers and kinds of 
animals present in the immediate vicinity 2 I a special 
physical condition (as of electric surface density or turbulence) 



^ta>-» \» 9 *\~aaj L *eagc -r snoi, pas* j, 
plane)] : having an edge planed 
gestitch \X A vt : to seam or stitch for c 
aid line of (a piece of cloth) 
gestone V-.A n 1 : curbstone 2 : a 
edge mill 

edge strip n : a strap for a butt joint in riveu 

when used for a fore-and-aft joint in a ship 
edge tone n : a tone produced by an air stre 

sharp edge (as in a flute} 
edge tool n 1 : a tool with a sharp cutting 

plane, knife, or gouge) 2 X a tool for form; 

edge : an edging tool 
edge trim n : a contour (as bevel or round) 

the edge of a sole 
edgewater \'-,**\ n : water underlying pet 

bearing sand — compare edoe well 
edgeways or edgewise XXA adv : with th 

foremost : .on, by, or with the edge (saw . 

: as if by an edge : barely — chiefly used ir 

word in edgeways (had to raise his voice to 

— George Bellairs) 

edge well n : a well on the edge of an oil or 
edg«My Yejile, -li\ adv : in an edgy manner 
edg«i«ness Vejenis, -jin-\ n -es 1 : sharpr 
of outline (the ^ of a fresh-cut gem — R.C.I 
condition of being on edge : nervousness 
edging n -s Vedge + -i/rg] 1 : something th 
or border: as a : a narrow piece of lace, fri 
with one straight edge used to finish or dec 
joining on clothing, upholstery, or curtains 
plants, wood, metal or bricks used to defin< 
bed or lawn) or the material used for such a 
solid wood squares set into the edge of a 
protect the veneer d : a narrow round et 
strip (as of metal) on the edge of a flat su 
top or ski) for decoration or protection 
waste wood produced in edging 
edging box n : a dwarf box (Buxus semper* 
ticosa) that is used esp. for edging (as aroun 
den) 

edging grinder n : a cutting machine for g: 
wood 

edg«ing.ly adv : little by little : gradually 

edgy Veje, -ji\ adj -er/-est 1 : sharp, edged 
a perceptive, ~ wit — New Yorker) (the voc 
occasion was raw and ~ — Irving Kolodin) . 
in line or outline 2 : being on ed$e : tens 
table (looked well, though a little tired and 
(the ~ days before World War I —Saturdc. 
became Gordon Webber) 

edh or eth \'eth\ n -s [Icel eth ] : a letter 5 for 
across the simple d used in Old English 
writing to represent an interdental fricative 
national Phonetic alphabet to represent the 
fricative (as in then) — compare thorn 3 

ed-i*biM.ty X.eds'bilxi-e, -ate, -i\ a -es : th< 
of being edible 

ied*i*ble YedaboIX adj [LL edibilis, fr. L ede. 
-ible — more at eat] : suitable by nature for 
for human beings : nonpoisonous, eatable 
n -es 

^edible \ M \ n -s : something that is edible (st 
food to stricken families . . . only cold ~s 
— N. Y. Times) 

edible bird's nest n : the nest of various sn 
Collocalia) of southern Asia and neighborir 
made chiefly of the dried glutinous secretio 
glands of the birds and is used in making sc 

edible canna n : an Asiatic herb (Canna edui 
its starchy rootstocks — see tous-les-mois 

edible dormouse n : anv of various coramc 
mice (genus Glis) esp. of the Mediterranean 

edible frog n : a European frog {Rana escule 

edible galingale n : chufa 

edible-podded pea \'#-* ( #-\ or edible pod 
: a pea of a variety {Pisum sativum macroca 
pods 

edible snail n : a snail used as food (as HelL 
asperta of Europe) 

edict Ve(,)dikt, r ed5kt, archaic -%\ n -S [L < 
of edictus, past part, of edicere to declare, 
dicer e to say — more at diction] 1 a : a pu 
by official ecclesiastical or state authority t a 
or ordinance by the sovereign power : the p 
law or rule of conduct made by competent a 
pare decree, rescript b : an order or 
when suggesting such an official public no* 
won't notice it and issue bitter ~s about slo 
night) 2 : the order of the court in Scots an 
law commanding that notice of a pending 
suit be given to an absent or nonresident defe 
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edge 



NOUN: i. A dominating position, as in a conflict: advanta ge, better 1 , bulge, draw , drop , 
superiority , upper hand , vantage . Informal : inside track , jump . See OVER . j2. A 
fairly narrow line or space forming a boundary: border, borderline, brim. hrink 1 l 
-edging, fringe, margin, periphery, rim, ver^e. Chiefly Military : perimeter . See 
EDGE . 3. A cutting quality: bite , incisiveness , keenness , sharpness , sting . See 
SHARP . 4. The cutting part of a sharp instrument: blade . See SHARP . 5. The 
periphery of a city or town: environs , fringe, outskirt (often used in plural), skirt 
(used in plural), suburb (used in plural). See EDGE . 6. A transitional interval 
beyond which some new action or different state of affairs is likely to begin or 
occur: borderline, brink, point, threshold, verge. See EDGE. 

VERB: 1. To put or form a border on: border , bound 2 , fring e, margin , rim , skirt , verge. See 
EDGE . 2. To advance carefully and gradually: ease , sidle . See CAREFUL , MOVE . 3. 
To introduce gradually and slyly: foist , infiltrate , insinuate , wind 2 , work , worm . See 
ENTER . 4. To give a sharp edge to: acuminate , hone 1 , sharp en, whet . See SHARP . 
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The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language: Fourth Edition. 2000. 



edge 



PRONUNCIATION: 



NOUN: i a . A thin, sharpened side, as of the blade of a cutting instrument, b. 
The degree of sharpness of a cutting blade, c. A penetrating, incisive 
quality: "His simplicity sets off the satire, and gives it a finer 
edge " (William Hazlitt). d. A slight but noticeable sharpness or 
harshness: His voice had an edge to it. 2. Keenness, as of desire or 
enjoyment; zest: The brisk walk gave an edge to my appetite. 3a. The 
line of intersection of two surfaces: the edge of a brick; the table's 
rounded edges, b. A rim or brink: the edge of a cliff c. The point at 
which something is likely to begin: on the edge of war. 4a. The area or 
part away from the middle; an extremity: lifted the carvel's edge r b. A 
dividing line; a border: a house on the edge of town. See synonyms at 
border . 5. A margin of superiority; an advantage: a slight edge over the 
opposition. 6. A provocative or discomforting quality, as from audacity 
or innovativeness: "Over all, the show will have a grittier 
edge 1 ' (Constance C.R. White, New York Times January 2, 1996). 

VERB: Inflected forms: edged, edgfihg, edgEs 



TRANSITIVE 
VERB: 
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la. To give an edge to (a blade); sharpen, b. To tilt (a ski or both skis) in 
such a way that an edge or both edges bite into the snow. 2a. To put a 
border or edge on: edged the quilt with embroidery, b. To act as or be an 
edge of: bushes that edged the garden path. 3. To advance or push 
slightly or gradually: The dog edged the ball with its nose. 4. To trim or 
shape the edge of: edge a lawn. 

INTRANSITIVE To move gradually or hesitantly: The child edged toward the door. 
VERB: 

PHRASAL VERB: edge out To surpass or beat by a small margin: The runner edged her 
http://www.bartleby.com/61/83/E0038300.html 1 1/1 7/03 



fedge. The American Heritage®J^tionary of the English Language: Foij^^pdition. 2000. Page 2 of 2 



opponent out at the last moment. 

IDIOMS: on edge Highly tense or nervous; irritable, on the edge 1. In a 

precarious position. 2. In a state of keen excitement, as from danger or 
risk: "the excitement of combat, of living on the edge " (Nelson 
DeMille). 

ETYMOLOGY: Middle English egge, from Old English ecg. See ak^ in Appendix I. 
OTHER FORMS: edge ' Iess _ ADJECTIVE 
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